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“Farset Way is not just
another project: it has the
potential to be the defining
project of this generation,
these communities, and

these times.”
Peter Hunter






Bunaitear cathracha méra in ait ina gcasann
aibhneacha leis an fharraige le cuanta nadurtha a
dhéanamh — ionaid didine na nduile, ionaid foscaidh
agus - (i bhfoirm uisce Ur agus éisc)ionaid
chothaithe. Is pointi imeachta iad chomh maith do
thurais tradala agus d’eachtra. Agus cothaitear
morgacht na cathrach ag mérgacht a cuid
saoranaigh ceannrédaiocha — ni amhain leis an
tiomantas agus leis an fhuinneamh a bhios lena
gcuid teagmhalacha le dreamanna 6n taobh amuigh,
ach leis an déigh ina gcuireann siad slainte agus
beatha a muintir féin chun cinn.

Is ionann, d’fhéadfa a ra, stair Bhéal Feirste agus an
stair a bhaineann le craobh-abhainn bheag de chuid
an Lagain ar a dtugtar ‘Abhainn na Feirste’. Is 6
shamhlaiocht na chéad lonnaitheoiri a thagann ainm
Bhéal Feirste, iad sin a lonnaigh i mBéal Feirste — n6
i mBéal na Fearsaide.

Is € an béal seo, a thiomnaionn croi agus scamhdga
na cathrach, Béal Feirste agus a muintir. Lean
Abhainn na Fearsaide 6n ait a gcasann si leis an
Lagan ag béal an locha go dti foinse na habhann
sna cnoic 0s cionn bhaéthair na bhFal, ni-amhain gurb
€ seo turas na habhann ach is é turas an daonra é
chomh maith.. Agus, mar a fheicfidh muid amach
anseo, ta poitéinseal leis an abhainn seo ar fad
d’fhailleanna amach romhainn — le tionchar aitidil
agus idirnaisiunta araon.

Tony McCusker
An Cheathru Gaeltachta

Chairman’s introduction

Great cities are founded where rivers meet the sea
to form natural harbours — havens from the elements,
places of shelter and (in the shape of fresh water
and fish) sustenance, but also starting-points for
journeys of trade and adventure. And the greatness
of the city-is sustained by the greatness of its leading
citizens - not only in.the energy and drive with which
they reach out to others, but in how they promote the
health and well-being of their own townspeople.

The history of Belfast is in many ways the history of
a small tributary of the Lagan river called the Farset
(Abhainn na Feirste in Irish). The city derives its
name from the imagination of its first settlers, who
founded it as a ford across the Farset and called it
Béal Feirste, The Mouth of the Farset.

It is this mouth that drives the heart and lungs that
are Belfast and its people. Follow the Farset from
where it joins the Lagan and flows into the Lough to
its starting. point in the hills above the Falls road and
you follow not only the path of the river but the path
of its population. And as we shall see, the Farset still
offers the potential for future opportunities — local as
well as international in their scope.

Tony McCusker
Gaeltacht Quarter




Is feidhmiuil agus is abhar ceilidrtha
é choincheap Bealach na Fearsaide,
ag nochtu na sruthanna follaithe a
bhi ina gceangal, la den tsaoil, idir
oibrithe mhonarchan agus mhuilinn
de chuid na bhFal, na Seanchille
agus Cluain Mhairtin; agus ag baint
feidhm as an acmhainn coitianta
abhann chun sruthanna nua
idirghniomhacha soisialach agus
geilleagair a chothu. Is € an sceal
acu é Bealach na Fearsaide agus
ardan is ea é le gealluinti a fhorbairt
ina aitribh ur don todhchai, le
poitéinseal a fhorbairt ina
ghniomhaiochtai comhlionta.

Farset Way is functional and
celebratory, uncovering the buried
currents which once connected the
mill and factory workers of the Falls,
the Shankill and Springmartin and
tapping into their common river asset
for new streams of social and
economic interaction. Farset Way is
their story — and their platform for
amalgamating promises into
premises for the future, potential into
activity and fulfilment.



Is é an t-uisce a chothaionn an bheatha. Uisce a
chothaigh an chéad mhuintir sin de chuid Bhéal
Feirste ina n-éabhldid 6n sealgaireacht go dti an
fheirmeoireacht. ‘Agus in aois na tionsclaiochta ba é
an t-uisce, go deimhin, inneall na hardchaile agus na
rathulachta agus Béal Feirste ina ceannrddai
domhanda le togail loinge agus le tairgiu linéadaigh.
De réir mar a shruthaigh na haibhneacha anuas 6 na
cnoic os cionn bhéthair na bhFal cheapadh an
cumhacht nadurtha le cainéil agus le haththreoru le
cumhacht a thabhairt do na muilte phldir , linéadaigh
agus eile. Ta tabhacht na n-aibhneacha seo, go
deimhin, mar chuisli beatha tionsclaiocht na
cathrach, léirithe i gcinnlinti scéala le hAlex Milligan
in eagran de chuid ‘The Northern Whig’ 1935, faoin
teideal “Falls Road 150 Years Ago — Farset and Forth
Rivers — An Old Business Concern.”

Ba é an nuachtan ceannasach ina 1a é ‘The Northern
Whig’ agus ta ainm an nuachtain go foill le feiceail ar
fhoirgneamh de chuid na cathrach; cé go bhfuil 1a an
nuachtain sin thart anois. Is amhlaidh ata Abhainn na
Fearsaide, imithe-.chomh maith faoi mheachan agus
faoi uaillmhianta na cathrach, ach ta si ag reachtail
Iéi, go ciuin, follaithe, faoi.shraideanna na cathrach.

Is é ata faoi chaibidil leis an mholadh seo Abhainn
na Fearsaide agus a craobh-aibhneacha a nochtadh
as an Ur — is é sin an abhainn a shaoradh 6n
chathair agus i a shaoradh mar chuid den chathair.
Leagann sé amach plean uaillmhianach le muintir na
cathrach a chur in athaithne lena mbunus nadurtha
agus siombalach; agus na hacmhainni seo, ata ag
reachtail tri cheathru de chuid na cathrach a
chainéalu. Leis an bhainistiocht cheart agus leis an
infheistiocht chui is féidir leis na haibhneacha seo a
bheith ina gcumhacht tioména le haghaidh fais
eacnamaiochta. Bealach na Fearsaide is ainm don
choincheap nua ghné agus tagraionn sé, ni-amhain
do chosan fisicidil ach do radharc éagsuil ar an
domhan agus do bhealach le bheith bainteach le
tirdhreacha stairidla agus comhaimseartha,
geografacha agus culturtha.

A New Business Concern

Water is what sustains life. Water sustained the first
peoples of Belfast as they evolved from hunter-
gatherers to farmers. And in the Industrial Age, water
became — quite literally — the engine of emergent
prestige and prosperity, as Belfast became a world
name for both its ship-building and its linen. As it
flowed down from the hills above the Falls Road, its
natural power was channelled and redirected to
power the production lines of Flour and Linen Mills,
with more to follow. Indeed its significance as one of
the twin arteries of the city’s industry is reflected in
the headlines of a story, by Alex Milligan, in the 1935
edition of the.Northern Whig, entitled the “Falls Road
150 Years Ago - Farset and Forth Rivers - An Old
Business Concern”.

The Northern Whig was once the leading newspaper
of its day: its name can still be read on one of the
city buildings. But its day is gone. The Farset too
seems to have disappeared under the weight of the
city’s buildings and ambitions: but it continues to run,
quietly and invisibly, under the surfaces of its streets.

This document outlines a proposal to make the
Farset and its tributaries visible again — to free the
river from the city and to free the river in the city. It
sets out an ambitious plan to re-acquaint the people
of Belfast with its natural and-symbolic origins, and to
channel those resources as they run through a
quarter of the city which, given proper management
and investment, can once again be a powerhouse in
driving its economic growth. This New Business
Concern is called Farset Way — and.it refers to a
physical path but also to a way of seeing the world, a
way of relating to historical and contemporary
landscapes, geographical and cultural.
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Suite idir Lar chathair. Bhéal Feirste agus:Bhaile
Andarsan. cludaionn An Cheathru Ghaeltachta
ceithre bharda de chuid larthar Bhéal Feirste. San
aireamh seo ta barda .na bhFal agus barda na
Carraige Béine, ta siad seo:ar na tri bharda is mo
diothach. i dTuaisceart Eireann arfad. Tarraingnionn
an cheathru ar a buanna traidisiunta de theanga
agus de chultur le préiseas an athghiniuint uirbeach
a thiomaint chun tosaigh.. Is foireann de ghuthanna
nua-sa chathair i an Cheathru’ Ghaeltachta agus:is
lathair € chun-an tsamhlaiocht a aistrit ina
mhorghniomhartha agus ina-tionscnaiochta. -Agus
amhail an uile ghuth is le haghaidh comhcheangal le
guthanna eile ata sé, le bheith i mbun dialdige; le
beart a dhéanamh de bhriathar agus le gnéithe dar
saol laethuil a iompu ina rud a mbeadh cuimhne na
ndaoine. air.

Tarraingnionn: an‘Cheathri-Ghaeltachta -udaras, ag
leibhéal pholasai,-6 Thuarascail Chomh-Thascfhérsa
Bhéal Feirste Thiar/Mhoércheantar na Seanchille.
Mhol sé seo go mbeadh tuilleadh forbartha déanta
sa Cheathrt Ghaeltachta agus go gcuirfear bord
forbartha le-chéile leis an fhorbairt.seo-a choimhéad
agus a stiuradh. Mar-thoradh ar an-mholadh
aireachta seo rinneadh Clive Dutton, speisialtoir
athghinituna cailivil, a choimisinid'ag-Tionol an
Tuaiscirt le smaointe a chur le chéile ar an ddigh-is
fearr lezhacmhainni uathuil cultdrtha an‘cheantair a
uasmhéadu.

T4 sé léirithe-aige go bhfuil “...an cheantar-seo, ar go
leor bhealai, mar-bhuille croi na cathrach cheana
féin — Is € an dushlan, mar sin, cad € mar a
chosnaionn muid, cad é mar a chothaionn muid
agus cad é mar a fhasann muid an-seod uathuil
cultdrtha seo le.go mbeidh se chun-tairbhe cach?”
Leis-an photéinseal seoa fhioru'mhol an-t-udar-go
“...gcuireann an Tionol mionchuideachta
athnuachana-uirbi-ar bun leis na pleananna
Gaeltachta a bhainistit agus a thiomaint.” Faoi
bhainistiu chathaoirligh agus-bord stiurtha tiocfaidh
an bhallraiocht 6na-priomhghrupai forbartha aitiuil
agus naisiunta, chomh maith le-hinchur a bheith ag
ionadaithe phobal aitiuil,

Léirionn Dutton ina thuarascail an-gha-ata le “...intinn
ata oscailte ‘agus cur chuige ata airgtheach, misniuil
agus, go deimhin, uaillmhianach” agus an tabhacht
ata leis “an poitinseal-le-tionchar dearfach a bhaint
amach ar fud an Tuaiscirt, ar oilean na hEireann
agus go hidirnaisiunta:— mar thioncsnaiocht
rabhchain, tri thégail air-agus tri chur-i bhfeidhm
moltai ‘na Tuarascala Chomh-Thascfhérsa Bhéal
Feirste Thiar/Mhércheantar na Seanchille”.

The Policy context

Lying between Belfast City Centre and
Andersontown,the Gaeltacht Quarter stretches
across four West Belfast city wards;:including.the
Falls-and:Whiterock, two of the three most deprived
wards in all-of-Northern-Ireland. The Quarter draws
on what are its traditional strengths of language and
culture-to drive forward the process of urban
regeneration. Gaeltacht Quarter represents.a new
set of voices in the city,-and is-a site for translating
imagination-into initiative-and achievement. And like
all voices,:itis there 1o be joined with others, to
engage in dialogue, to turn words into acts-and
aspects of our everyday:lives inte something
memorable and even monumental.

At a policy level the Gaeltacht Quarter draws its
authority from-the Joint West Belfast/Greater Shankill
Task Force Report. It recommended that the
Gaeltacht Quarter be developed further and thata
Development Board be established to oversee and
direct this development. As a result-of this ministerial
recommendation, Clive Dutton —a distinguished
regeneration specialist — was commissioned by the
Northern Executive to come up with ideas on-how
best to'maximise the unique cultural resources of the
area.

He has pointed out how “In.many ways this:area is
already the heartbeat of the city — the real:challenge
therefore is how. to protect, nurture ‘and.grow this
unique cultural jewel to the benefit of all peoples.” To
realise this'potential the author recommended that
“the. Assembly first establish a.mini.urban
regeneration . company-to'manage and drive forward
the Gaeltacht plans” Governed by a Chair-andboard
of directors the company . would-draw its membership
from key local-and national-development-agencies,
while also working closely-with local-.community,
representatives.

In"his report Dutton calls.for “open minds and an
inventive, and indeed, courageous-and-ambitious
approach™to secure-the “potential to achieve positive
effect across Northern Ireland, the island of Ireland,
and internationally —as-a beacon initiative, by
building on and implementing the recommendations
of the joint West Belfast and Greater Shankill Task
Forces’ Report”.



Na daoine a chéad lonnaigh ag Béal na Fearsaide,
roghnaigh siad an ait mar gheall, i bpairt, gur suiomh
dosharaithe idir chnoic méra gleann an Lagain a bhi ann.

The peoples who first settled Belfast by the mouth of the
Farset did so in part because of its unsurpassable location
between the generous hills of the Lagan Valley.
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Na daoine a chéad lonnaigh ag Béal na Fearsaide,
roghnaigh siad an ait mar gheall, i bpairt, gur suiomh
désharaithe idir chnoic mora gleann an Lagain a bhi
ann.

In ainneoin na coinniolacha dlutha maireachtala a
bhi ina fhothoradh do fhorbairt tionsclaioch an naou
gcéad déag bhi na daoine go féill in-ann teacht ar
bhealach chuig na pairceanna agus chuig na cnoic:
Rachadh fir agus mna, a d’oibrigh sna muillte amach
ag siuil ar na bealai uisce céanna a thug cumhacht
do na muillte. Siulfadh siad, ar |14 saor, amach ar na
cosain chuig na pairceanna maguaird le haghaidh
siamsaiochta. Leathnaigh amach na treorannacha a
bhi leis an chathair.san 20U haois agus leis sin
d’athraigh foirm na cathrach.

Ni raibh ant-athrd seo chomh suntasach céanna ait
ar bith. agus a bhi i gceantar bhéthair na bhFal:
Léirionn an Léarscailiocht Naisiunta i 1981 mar
shampla, cuid mhor tithe sraithe ach chomh maith
leis sin ta neart pairceanna agus fanai glasa at gar
go maith do na tithe. Le bunu na heastait tithiochta
ag Baile Ui Mhurchu agus ag Cluain Mhairtin sna
1970i is amhlaidh is faide ar shiuil 6 bhéthar na
bhFal a d’éirigh na teorainn tuaithe. Mhéadaigh an
scaradh seo idir bhaile agus cheantracha tuaithe de
réir mar a lean an fhorbairt tionsclaioch ar aghaidh.

Place and potential:
towards an ecology of

urban planning

The peoples who first settled Belfast by the mouth of
the Farset did so in part because of its
unsurpassable location between the generous hills of
the Lagan Valley.

Despite the characteristically dense living conditions
that were a side-effect of 19th Century industrial
development, people still had easy access to the
outlying fields and hillsides: on days off, men and
women who worked in Mills that were powered by
the rivers walked alongside the same waters and out
into the adjoining countryside for recreation. In the
20th century, the city’s boundaries expanded, and
with this and other changes the form of the city
altered.

Nowhere was this more evident than around the Falls
Road: the 1931 Ordnance Survey Map, for example,
shows a great deal of terraced housing but also
considerable areas of green fields and slopes within
easy walking distance of the terraces. In the 1970s,
the establishment of housing estates at Ballymurphy
and.Springmartin pushed the rural boundaries
further away from the Falls Road and further
industrial development increased the separation of
town and country.
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Mar chroi don fhis até ag Bealach na Fearsaide ta
uisce bhealach a bhfuil macalla aige do bhunchursa
na Fearsaide agus na craobh-aibhneacha a bhain
Iéi, ag toiseacht ag Colaiste Ollscoil Mhuire: san ait
inar uiscigh ar sinsear pairceanna, déanfaidh muidne
intinni a uiscid. Is é an smaointiu ata ann
athcheangal a dhéanamh leis an daonra uirbeach,
daoine a bhfuil a saolta fite fuaite leis an
teicneolaiocht agus leis an mheicniocht, leis an
domhan eiliminteach, le cothromaiocht nua daonna
agus nadurthacht a chruthu agus leis an abhainn a
athbhunu mar phointe fécasach sa saol laethuil — leis
an foinse arsa fioruisce seo a dhéanamh ina foinse
fuinnimh athnuachana. Athru as cuimse a bheas
ann don tirdhreach seo timpeallacht cois abhann a
sholathar, tabharfaidh sé stadas agus tarraingteacht
nua don ait. Bheadh sé usaideach do réimshe
leathan de fhorbairti eacnamaiocha, le hoifigi,
miondiola, sé agus tithiocht.

Don déanamh is déine feabhais, leanfaidh an cosan
nua-aimseartha seo na seanlinti teagmhalacha chuig
na cnoic agus ar ais, ag oscailt amach le haghaidh
dialdige nua idir an bhaile agus na ceantracha
tuaithe, idir an oidhreacht agus an nualaiocht, idir
thoir agus thiar agus idir chnoic agus uisce bhealai.
Cuirfidh sé go mor le préifil na Ceathrun Ghaeltachta
ar bhéthar na bhFal agus chomh maith leis sin,
déanfaidh sé framaiocht Iéirithe a sholathar don
éagsulacht phobail inspéise, arbh ionann a
gcomharsanacht agus cursa Bealach na Fearsaide.

Is iad seo na grupai pobail céanna a bhi faoi
spotsholas mar gheall ar choimhlint na dtriobléidi,
agus ata anois ag iarraidh teacht ar bhealai lena
gcuid traidisiuin agus a gcuid acmhainni arsa, uathuil
a chothu agus a léirid. Faoi scath an ceannchathair
domhanda, mar ata lar Bhéal Feirste sa 14 ata inniu
ann, tugann Bealach na Fearsaide anail don bhuille
croi agus cuireann sé le fairsing athéiri agus
tarraingteacht na cathrach. Bheadh sé ina
chomhlanu chomh maith d’fhorbairti ag tarlu i
dtuaisceart, i ndeisceart agus in oirthear na cathrach

New status and
attractiveness

At the core of the Farset Way vision is a water
channel echoing the original course of the Farset
Tributaries and starting from St. Mary’s University
College: where our ancestors irrigated fields, we will
irrigate minds. The idea is to reconnect urban people
whose lives are inevitably and necessarily dominated
by technology and the mechanical with the elemental
world, to create a new balance of the human and the
natural, and to re-establish the river as a focal point
in daily life — to make this ancient source of fresh
water a source of refreshing energy. Providing a
waterside environment will utterly transform this
landscape, giving it new status and attractiveness,
and making it available for mixed use economic
development including large scale office, retail,
leisure and housing.

Built to rigorous standards of excellence, this modern
pathway will follow the old lines of communication to
and with the hills, opening up for new dialogues
between town and country, heritage and innovation,
east and west, hills and waterways. It will give a
vastly improved profile to the Gaeltacht Quarter on
the Falls Road whilst also providing an expression
framework for the diverse communities of interest
whose neighbourhoods comprise its route.

These are the same communities who were in the
spotlight of conflict during the troubles but who today
are attempting to find new ways of sustaining and
expressing their unique and centuries-old traditions
and resources. In the light of the globalised
metropolis that the centre of Belfast is becoming,
Farset Way enables the heartbeat to go on, and to
expand the extent of the City’s resurgence and
attractiveness. It would also complement
developments taking place to the North, South and
East of the City.
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Paradacsa amach is amach i an Cheathru
Ghaeltachta: ar an laimh amhain, ta istigh ansin dha
cheann de na tri bharda is mé ata faoi mhibhuntaiste
i dTuaisceart na hEireann, ach ar an laimh eile is
suiomh i ag racht ollmhor nuala culturtha. Suiomh
suntasach infheistiochta i, gar do mhérionaid
thrachtala agus chumarsaide le:.comhchlaonadh
sécmhainni a chuireann deiseanna comhchruinnithe
ar fail do thionscail is airde luach agus
eolasbhunaithe.

As snaitheanna beaga cruach a fhitear-cablai
cumhachtacha, agus is chun sochair na na n-
acmhainni dichosula seo a rachadh‘aontas taobh
istigh de phlean forbartha aonair ach aidhmeannach
agus sprioc fhoriomlan laidir agus sainmhinithe go
soiléir aige. Leoga, ta an cineél sin gniomhaiochta
pleanala a d’aitigh Tuarascail Dutton go laidir ar.siul
cheana féin.

Fuair cuideachta theoranta, faoi chathaoirleacht Tony
McCusker, iar-statseirbhiseach sinsearach a bhfuil
saibhreas thaithi aitidla agus idirnaisiuta aige,
maoiniu trid an Chiste Forbartha Comhthaite leis seo
a thabhairt chun tosaigh. In éineacht leis, meastar
roinnt tograi ardtionchair a bheith riachtanach leis an
fhuinneamh gluaiseachta a cruthaigh forbairt
shuntasach pobail le 25 bliain anuas, a bhuanu agus
le tégail air.

Bunaiodh grupa straitéise Cheathru Gaeltachta faoi
chathaoirleacht, aris, Tony McCusker ata
comhdhéanta de ranna pobail, gné agus rialtais, leis
an riachtanas seo a mhinid agus a threoru.

Is suntasach a daingniodh a chuid oibre le déanai
nuair a cuimsiodh an Cheathru Ghaeltachta i gClar
Rialtais Thiondil Thuaisceart na hEireann. Cuidionn
sé seo leis an Cheathru Ghaeltachta a bhogadh as
ailtireacht na haislinge a fhad le sraith dhaingean
dushraitheanna lena cuid.pleananna a fheidhmid,
ach ann fé>n agus uaidh féin ni chruthaionn sé an
fuinneamh gluaiseachta a dhéanfaidh fior-rud den
aisling.

Is é a theastaionn, tograi suntasacha ina dtarléidh
caidrimh chomhoibritheacha agus
chomhthairbheacha fhadtréimhse a sholathroidh
luach agus a spreagfaidh-gach ceann de na pairtithe
le tuilleadh a iarraidh. Ni togra amhain i measc tograi
é Sli Feirste: ta d’'acmhainn ann bheith ar thogra
sainitheach na gluine seo,; na bpobal seo, agus na
haimsire seo.

Need and opportunity

The Gaeltacht Quarter is an astonishing paradox: on
the one hand, it contains two out of the three most
disadvantaged wards in Northern Ireland, and yet on
the other it is also the site of an enormous
outpouring of cultural innovation. This is a significant
investment location close to major centres of
commerce and communication with:a convergence of
assets that provide higher value and knowledge
based industries with opportunities to cluster.

Powerful cables are woven from smaller threads of
steel, and all of these disparate resources would
benefit from being unified into a single but ambitious
development plan with a strong and clearly defined
overall goal. Indeed, the kind of planning activity so
strongly urged by the Dutton Report is already
underway.

A limited company, chaired by Tony McCusker, a
former leading senior civil servant, a man with a
wealth of local and international experience, has
secured funding through the Integrated Development
Fund to take this forward. In parallel, a number of
high impact projects are considered essential to
sustain and build on the momentum created by
significant community development over the last 25
years.

A Gaeltacht Quarter strategy Group also chaired by
Tony McCusker and comprising a range. of
community, business and government departments
has been formed to give expression and direction to
this need.

Their work has been significantly strengthened by
the recent inclusion of the Gaeltacht Quarter in the
Northern Ireland Assembly Programme for
Government. This helps to ' move the Gaeltacht
Quarter from the architecture of vision to a solid set
of foundations for implementing its plans, but it-does
not in and of itself create the momentum that will
raise that vision to a physical reality.

What is needed here are landmark projects which
involve co-operative and mutually beneficial long
term relationships that deliver value and encourage
each of the partners to come back for more. Farset
Way is not just another project: it has the potential to
be the defining project of this generation, these
communities, and these times.
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Ta Sli Feirste ag iarraidh achair thalaimh phoibli,
beag agus madr, nach dtarlaionn aon ghniomhaiocht
gheilleagrach ar chor ar bith iontu, a athghabhail. Tri
cheangal na fairsinge diomhaoine seo le céannacht
agus le cuspéir choincheap Feirste, cruthaimid deis
ur idircheangailte athbheochana ata uathuil ina scala
agus ina méid. Eileoidh a solathar seo ar dtus, roinnt
gné-idirghabhalacha bonneagair, a mbeidh a
solathar sin fior-riachtanach ma ta na bacainni ar
infheistiocht ata ann fa lathair le saru. larrann an
cineal sin cur chuige dreasacht trachtala a
tharaingeoidh an pobal infheistiochta chuige. Ta
straitéis i gcomhair forbartha Shli Feirste bunaithe ar
an éileamh ar usaid chinedlacha éagsula talaimh a
spreagadh.

Catalaioch cruthaithe ar éirigh léi sa phroiseas seo is
ea an athbheochan faoi threoir bhonneagair, nuair a
dhéanann rialtais “na féide a bhaint”. Is iontach an
meéid ar chuir si ar fail i gcodanna eile den chathair.
Is é a aitionn tionscndiri Shli Feirste go n-usaidfi an
cur chuige ar éirigh chomh maith sin leis in
athbheochan Chois Lagain agus chodanna eile den
chathair, in larthar na cathrach fosta. Aitionn siad
chomh maith gur chéir an mheadaracht fhioscach a
cuireadh i bhfeidhm in acair mar Chois Lagan —is é
sin, a aireamh go ngineann punt amhain
d’infheistiocht sa bhonneagar faltas ceithre phunt 6n
earnail phriobhaideach — a chur i bhfeidhm fosta le
Sli Feirste.

Infrastructure led
Regeneration

Farset Way seeks to bring back into use small and
larger pieces of public land which are currently
devoid of economic and social activity. By linking
these dormant spaces to the identity and purpose of
the Farset concept we create a new and
inter-connected regeneration opportunity unique in
its scale and proportion. This will initially require a
number of key infrastructure interventions, the
delivery of which will be crucial if the significant
barriers to investment which currently exist can be
overcome. Such an approach creates the commercial
incentive for the investment community to be
involved. The strategy for the development of Farset
Way is based on stimulating demand for various
types of land use.

Infrastructure led regeneration where governments
and their agencies “prepare the ground” is a proven
and successful catalyst in this kind of process. It has
delivered remarkable returns in other parts of the
city. The promoters of Farset Way contend that the
same approaches which worked so well in
revitalising the Laganside and large parts of the city’s
retail core must also be used to revitalise parts of the
West of the City. They also contend that the fiscal
metrics which applied to areas like Langanside — that
is to say, calculating that one pound of infrastructure
investment from the public purse generates a return
of 4 pounds from the private sector — ought also to
apply to Farset Way.
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Vibrant, attractive, safe and

accessible
Beartaiodh go beadh Sli Feirste féintuilleamaioch go . -Farset Way is.intended to be economically self-reliant
geilleagrach agus tuilleadh: cé go n-gilionn sé and more: though it requires a starting mechanism, it
meicniocht duiseachta, caithfidh sé bheith has to be self-propelling afterwards. It. does not
féintiomantach ina dhiaidh sin. Ni bheartaitear i intend to be a re-run of Laganside or Salford or any
bheith ina -hathrith-ar Chois Lagain n6 Salford n6 aon - other inner city regeneration-initiative — but there is
tionscnamh eile athbheochana lar cathrach — ach no doubt that it can usefully be compared with
gan amhras, thig a.chur i gcomparaid-le tograi i projects-in other parts of the city of similar scale and
gcodanna eile den chathair, den domhan leoga; a indeed in the world, that strongly suggest just how

mhaifeadh go laidir chomh hinmharthana a bheadh fully viable'this visionary project can be.
an togra aislingeach seo.

In Qirthear na Cathrach, té& Féarbhealach Pobail In-the East of the City, the Connswater Community
Abhainn Choinn ag cruthd pairce linf tri Oirthear Greenway is creating a linear park through East
Bhéal Feirste, a leanann cursa Abhainn Choinn, a Belfast, following the course of the:Connswater River,
nascann spasanna oscailte agus glasa agus a connecting the ope green spaces and
fheabhsaionn-Abhainn Choinn féin. Athnascfaidh an ' . remediating thesGonnswaier River itself. The
Féarbhealach pobail Qirthear Bhéal Feirste ar Greenway-Will reconhect the communities of East
bhealai ata corraitheach agus suntasach agus Belfast_in'e'xciting and’meaningful ways and restore
déanfaidh sé sécmhainn bheo phobail aris d’Abhainn e Gonnswater River as a living communityasset. It
Choinn. Cruthdidh sé fearann pairce ata beoga, _Mﬂ'create vibrant, attractive, safe and accessible
tarraingteach, sabhailte agus inaimsithe i gcomhair, = dq_rk_!land for leisure, recreation and commun'!ii.
imeachtai agus gniomhaiochtai foilliochta, g’;i-m"s a"gus events and activities. .
pobail. g 1. "____ -
of "

-t = .
| Stait Aontaithe Mheiricea tugann *Fhe Bronx River - In the,USA the Bronx River Alliance and 'Sulsra_ine-bT'e'
Alliance’ agus ‘Sustainable South Bronx’ %Iﬂn SoutfrBronx provide a coordinated, véice for the river
comhordanaidithe don_abhainn agus oibrionn siad i and work in harmonious partnersﬁp_ to protect,

bpairtnéireacht comhghtii le pasaiste agus le improve and restore the Bronx River‘corridor -and
féarbhealach Abhaihn na Bronx a aischuir, a greenway. so that there can be healthy ecological,
el ke ...emsbu:m:_agm-h" fheabhsu sa doigh is go dtig leo a - recreational, educational and economic resources for
' = bheith ina achmainni éiceq§|’ochta, aeraiochta, the communities through which the river flows.
| - l:_eégnamal'och agus oideachasuil do-na pobailina 5_ )
BT dtéann*an abhainn trid.

¥ Amhail na Fki.rarséide bhi cuid d’Abhainn na Bronx le  Like the Farset; parts of the'Bronx river had to.be- "
" hathnochtadh.* Bhi tionscnaiocht pobalbhunaithe i rediscovered: In the Hunts Point area of the Bronxa - ™
+. geeantar ‘Hunts Point’ de chuid na Bronx a thug community led initiati_\llfset itself the target of
:Qrthu féin_gpr spriog “An:geiteo a ghlast’™ Mar'an “greening the ghetto”. Like West Belfast years.of -
jis  gcéanna | hIarthar%héal Feirste ta na blianta econoniic neglect had led to high levels of . n
i dfhailli eacna?a.u’o a i ndi an cheantar a fhdgail = disadvantage. In the words of Majora Carter, founder.:
faoi leibhéil arda’mibhuntais -Mar gduirt Majora ar!(éExecu_ti.ve Director of Sustainable South. Bronx,
%ter, Stiurthoir Feidhmeannagh de ch B ‘e ic dedradation begets environmental =~~~ "°
stainable Squth Bronx’, “gineann.dighradu, . .= . « -degradation which begets social degradation. If the

"

. ‘Leacnamaijoch dighrddu timpeallachta, a ghifieann...= ~~aréa in which youJive is bad and.ugly,” she asked, :
1 K, MS@IH .Mas olﬁgagus miofar an cheantar_ “how can that not reflect on you?” Her answer was to
g ¥ 2 ionn-tu,”-a fhiafrafenn si,:*.cad.¢'mar is .% . “ "proriiote.a connection-betweetrimprovingther & . == |
féidir leis sin gan droch thionchar a imirt-ort féin?” environment and improving the quality of life in local S
Ba i an freagair a bhi aici.ceangal a chur chun:cinn neighbourhoods — thereby linking personal growth
idir:an timpeallacht a fheabhsu agus caighdean na and the growth of trees, shrubbery and flowers:
beatha i gcomharsanacht aitidil a fheabhsu — ag Simple-approaches like clearing, creating and
cruthd ceangai idir fhas pearsanta an duine agus connecting waterside paths led to new avenues of

fhas na gcrann, an rosain agus ha mblath. Ba chur possibility.
chuige simpli, ar:nds glanta, cumtha agus cosain

cois abhann a cheangal, a léirigh bealai nua

féidearachta.



lariona pinnt saiti
Jcoras na‘ca

scome the gravitational centre fora number of important and
g satellites'in the city’s system====5= :




Is tionscadal uaillmhianach é Bealach na Fearsaide
— agus is féidir an leibhéal stadas ata ag cathair a
thombhais, go cruinn, i gcaighdeain na n-uaillmhéine
ata ag an chathair agus san abaltacht ata inti iad sin
a thabhairt i dTir. Is tionscadal ollmhér agus iomlan
comhthaite é Bealach na Fearsaide ata in inmhe
forbairti ilchinealacha suntasacha a sheachadadh, le
solathar spas oifige, don chéad grad, céiriocht
chénaithe, asraonta miondiola, sarlimistéir
aeraiochta agus foirgnimh sainghnéithe. Cosuiil leis
na forbairti sa Bhronx ta sé d’aidhm ag Bealach na
Fearsaide féidearachtai fostaiochta ‘Béna Ghlas’ de
luach nios airde a fhorbairt — né mar a duirt
comhairleoir cathrach ag ocaid oscailte, ar na
mallaibh, ag forbairt nua de chuid athnuachan na
habhann chailidil sin, “ ...Is € an bunsmaoineamh &,
ma thégann tu pairc.....leanann infheistiocht ollmhor.”
Is rud larnach é den obair ata amach romhainn
teicneoliochtai ura agus rathulacht dr a mhealladh
chun lonnaiochta san ait. San aireamh orthu seo ta:
gabhail carbdin agus stoérail, teicneolaiochtai maolu
anachaine, leictreonaic plaisteacha, greasain
dailuchain isealcharbadin le haghaidh solathar
leictreachais, gléasanna liachta, agus seirbhisi
slainte a sheachadadh trid an idirlion agus tri
theicneolaiochtai cosuil leis.

Ta Bealach na Fearsaide ag iarraidh na spasanna
cois a chabhsai a athshainmhinit mar dhorchla nua
le haghaidh eolais ghlais. Ta sé ag iarraidh, ach go
hairithe, a bheith mar an larionad meallta do roinnt

cathrach — ina measc Colaiste Ollscoile Naomh
Muire, Otharlann Rioga Victeoiria ar bhéthar na
bhFal agus Colaiste cathrach Bhéal Feirste ar
bhéthar Cluanai Uachtarai.

Green knowledge corridor

Farset Way is an ambitious project — and the level of
a city’s status can be measured precisely in the
quality of the city’s ambitions and on its ability to
realise them. Farset Way is a monumental and fully
integrated project that has the capacity to deliver
significant mixed use development, providing first
class office space, residential accommodation, retail
outlets, outstanding recreational spaces and
signature buildings. Like the developments in the
Bronx, Farset Way aims to develop ‘Green Collar’
higher value employment opportunities — for as a city
councillor in the Bronx observed at a recent opening
of a new development in that famous river’'s renewal,
“the overwhelming sense is if you build a
park....tremendous investment follows.” Attracting
future prosperity technologies to locate there is an
essential part of the task ahead. These include:
carbon capture and storage, disaster mitigation
technologies, plastic electronics, low carbon
distribution networks for electricity supply, medical
devices, and delivering health services through the
internet and related technologies.

Farset way seeks to redefine the spaces along its
path as a new corridor for green knowledge
investment. In particular it seeks to become the
gravitational centre for a number of important and
defining satellites in the city’s system — among them
St Mary’s University College, The Royal Victoria
Hospital on the Falls Road and Belfast Metropolitan
College on the Upper Springfield Road.







Mheall An Fhearsaid lonnaitheoiri go Béal Feirste an
chéad uair:thug sé ainm-doibh:agus cuis:fanacht
ann: Ba mhian le Bealach na Fearsaide lonnaiocht
agus lonnaitheoiri urara:mhealladh; ag cruthd ing
amhain ait:sabhailte; slaintidif agus:spreaguil. da
muintir-le-cur-fathu ann; ach-ait-a-bheas ag feidhmniu
mar rabhchan d’aiteanna agus pobail ar fud na
cruinneé. -Cuirfidh'sé .gdo mor leis-an-fhorbairt
eacnamaiochta agus fhisiceach leanunach.in larthar
ha:cathrach; . agus-meallfaidh;sé smaointe agus
tionscnaimh Ura. Ta'rian ha seanoidhreachta ar
cheantar-na Ceathrin -Gaeltachta go foillle gleannta
agus aibhneacha-eagsula. Tathar-dochasach go:-dtig
le bealach na fearsaide ‘na‘sruthanna caidrimh agus
tradala a athoscailt, ag spreagadh sraith bealai
lineacha comhlantacha a leanann agus a chaitheann
macalla ar na-cainéil-nadurtha. Moltar nach dtogtar
foirgnimh- ar-na-bealai seo:

Moltar na bealai seo a leanas mar roghanna
tascacha:

Cainéal-abhainn-Bhaile:Ui:Mhurcht-a-athnascfadh
Cluain an Bhogaidh le Dubhais. Cainéal abhainn
Bheara a chruthdidh.nasc.on Cheathri.Ghaeltachta
trid Cluain an Bhogaidh go Baile Andarsan agus
Gaeltacht Bhothar Seoighe. Cainéal abhainn an
Ghleanna a chruthdidh nasc ‘én'Bhearna Gaothmhar
ar Dhubhais trid Ghleann na Mdna agus Bearna go
Baile'Andarsan.

Cainéal an chluanaigh a chruthéidh nasc 6 cheantar
an.chluanaigh-le Pairc- Dunville -go-croilar-na
ceathrun Ghaeltachta:.

Farset Way - A
Fountainhead

The river Farset attracted the first settlers to Belfast:
it-gave them-a-name;-and a-reason.to-stay: there:
Now the Farset Way seeks 10 attract new-kinds -of
settlement and settlers, and thus/become not only a
safe;-exciting:and-healthy place:for.its:peopleto live
in;-but.one that serves.as-a beacon-for.other places
and communities around the world. It will be an
enabler. for the continuing.physical.-and.economic
development of.the West of the City,"and. it will bring
with it freshrideas and initiatives: The Gaeltacht
Quarter.and'its 'hinterland still' carry. the imprint and
marks of-various-Glens.and rivers. It-is hoped:that
Farset Way:-can-be the key-that-'can unlock these
channels ‘of communication and trade, encouraging
a complementary series of individual linear pathways
which trace, echo and follow these natural channels.
No buildings are proposed-along these pathways.

The following pathways are proposed as
indicative options:

The Ballymurphy.River.channel-which-would-te-link
the Bog Meadows with Divis.

The Owenvarragh/Blackstaff.channel which would
link the Gaeltacht Quarter by way of the Bog
Meadows through to' Andersontown and the Shaws
Road Gaeltacht.

The Glenowen channel which would link from the
Windy Gap on Divis'through Glenmona and
Bearnagh down to Andersontown.

The Clowney-Channel-which - would connect the
Springfield-area with Dunville park and the heart of
the Gaeltacht Quarter
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Ta-ionchais eacnamaiochta agus timpeallachta;an
tionscadail seo ollmhor agus hizbeag.a-mhaitheas
siombalach’agus culturtha: Is‘cuidthabhachtach:den
fhiontar seo €-anmoladh go.gcomhoibreodh:Bealach
na:Fearsaide:agus tionscadal-Connswater-le chéile
chun. rian-iocénach ciumhneachaina;chruthu-ag
ceiliuradh-na‘haite ‘a-dteéann agus-a-dtagann an.da
abhainniisteachg sa‘liagan:= San-aitra-scarann-ballai
buaileanntagus tagann uisci-le-chéiledin-aita
nascann‘an-tQirthear an an tlarthar,;ag caomhntra
neart indibhiditil:agus a-difit ar:threoracha: éagsula:
Ta an.fhis:seo,-agus ha-biodh-amhras:ar.bith ‘oraibh,
is fiorthis i’seo, ta-an fhis'seoar dtabhairt:ar.ais'go
dif-an'ait'a-bh{ ar,mealladhanseo-sa-chéad-dul sios
~beal na Fearsaide:

Cur i-bhFeidhm

Is: é scalaagusicoimpléascacht nadtascanna.ata
romhainn-i-gcur itbhfeidhmina fise.do.Bhealach-na
Fearsaide:a.chuireann-prainniiomlan:le
rannphairteachas direach-na ngniomhaireachtai
poibliile cinhamh-airgeadais tionscnaimh-do:na
riachtanais;inftastruchtur. claochlofar.cuidmhor den
fuiolltalamh.go'laithrean fluirseach le-haghaidh
infheistiochta: Samhlaionn:-an-cur.chuige seo go
gciinteofar ranniocaiochtai-oiphairtithe.forbartha’le
haghaidh:tuilleadh costas infrastruchtuir,a peinte-a
dtabharfarceadanna pleanadlatindibhiditila.

Coimistinaiodh‘an:comhlacht.dli.aithnidivil LEstrange
an:Brett'na“sonrai dinéireachta ialaimhiarfud
Bhealach na Fearsaide-a-aimsit.agus.a.chruthti-ina
gcead-tuarascail; fuair siad-amach:go-bunis:an
talaimhiinidinéireacht phoibli-:Letdul ,chun‘iosaigh:on
phointe:seorta‘buntr.creatlaicoiméalatalaimh-de
dhith:a dsaidfidh-ha.doigheanna‘is tiosai-agusiis
éifeachtai:le-cinntit-go‘mbeidh riachtanais go-leir.na
scajrshealbhoirfi-cosanta agus curtha chun-cini.go
cothrom.

Coimisitinaiodh-an-comhiacht mnealtéireachta
sibhialta. RPS  ata lonnaithe'iimBéal Feirsie, obair
learscailithe 'agus suirbheireachta 'adheéanamhle
haghaidh an-chuspdra-seo.

Le-hinmharthacht fhadtéarmach Bhealach-na
Fearsaide’a chinhtiviagusiierbearta infheistiochta'na
n-eagras-pobail.chomh:maith le-hienchur phairtithe
feidhmithe na'hearnala poibli agus priobhdidi-a
stiuradh;-fa straitéis-feidhmithe mhioniagus
chuimsitheach-de'dhith = straitéis a chruthaionn
creatlachiphraiticidil-agus-réasunaiocht spreaguil
chomh maith.

Connecting the City,
connecting communities

-Lhe economic.and-environmental potential of:this
project-is:massive: its symbalic and cultural-value’is
no. less so.-An importantpart:of-thissinitiative-is
therefore the'proposalthat the Farset Way-and'the
Connswater project would-collaborate to createlan
iconic-link in-celebration-of:the-peint were both- rivers
enter;and:merge:with the:lragan..Where walls divide,
waters meet.and unite ‘at-a‘logation,that;brings-East
and:West together,-preservingitheir individual
strengths:but also-channelling them’in-new.
directions: And this:visioni= forsmake-no-mistake,-this
trulysis-a;vision-—returns,us to-the very,spot which
brought-us here in-the-first'place =ithe mouth-of the
Farsét:

Towards Implementation

‘The-scale’and-complexity ofithe tasks which'lie
ahead.in.delivering the'vision for_Farset Way make
the-direct-involvement-of-public land -owners-an
absolute’ imperative..Pump:priming thetinitial
infrastructure requirements:will transform much:of
this unrealised-erraintinto-afertile-investment
location: T he approach:envisages securing
contributions towards further-infrastructure,costs
fromidevelopment'pariners;at-the pointiat-which
individualiplanning-permissions -are:granted.

The-prestigioustBelfastilaw:firmrof'Lestrange-and
Breit have been commissioned-to chartand establish
land-ewnership;details along-the Farset Way. Their
initigk report has concluded-that-the majority of the
land resides in public ownership::Moving forward
from:thisrpeint-requires a‘land:assembly-framework
to;be ‘established-which-uses'the. mostiefficientand
effective-means.of ensuring-that-all:of the
stakeholder needs.are,equally-pretecied.and
advanced:

The Belfast-based Civil Engineering company'RPS
have been.commissioned-to-undertake initial
mapping:;and survey werk-for this'purpose:

Tosecure thelongterm delivery-of FarsetWay-and
to-guide-the’investment.decisions of'grassroots
organizations;ras well-as the-input-of-public-and
private sector-delivery partners, a.detailed and
comprehensive-implementation'strategy.is.required -
a strategysthat provides:both'a practicaliframework
as.well as;a-motivational rationale.



Is féidir le tionscadal Bhealach na
Fearsaide proéisis forbartha pobail,
timpeallachta agus
eacnamaiochta a stiuradh go
rathuil agus go comhuaineach.
Bainfidh aitritheoiri agus pobail
aitiula sochar as nuashonru na
gceantar ina bhfuil siad ina bhfuil
siad ina gconai: oscléfar cabhsai
glasa agus gorma idir agus trasna
spasanna tireolaiochta agus
culturtha. Cruthdidh na limistéir
seo ceantair ar féidir le daoine
sult as bhaint as agus pairt a
ghlacadh sa timpeallacht
nadurtha — ni amhain le haghaidh
corpacmhainne, do spraoi, agus
do chaitheamh aimsire, ach do
thaighde thabhachtach ar an soért
ainmhithe agus fléra ata ann
laistigh de theorainneacha na
cathrach agus ar an sort ar féidir
rath a bheith orthu anseo. Le
hathru fuiolltalaimh go ceantair
leathana glasa agus gorma ,
beidh aiteanna ar fail le haghaidh
deiseanna eacnamaiochta — go
haitiuil i solathar aiseanna
tabhachtacha féilliochta agus
suilt, ina measc, caifi beaga agus
bialanna — agus go hidirnaisiunta i
mbogadh gniomhaireachtai
tabhachtacha trachtala go
laithreain suite cois bealaigh.

Conclusion:
Turning Spaces
into Places

The Farset Way project can and
will catalyze community,
environmental and economic
development processes
successfully and simultaneously.
Local residents and communities
will benefit from the upgrading of
the areas in which they live:
green and blue pathways will
open up between and across
geographical and cultural spaces.
These corridors will create places
where people can enjoy and take
part in the natural environment —
not just for fitness, for fun, and for
recreation, but for important
research into what kinds of fauna
and flora exist within the borders
of the city and what kinds can
thrive here. Turning wasteland
into swathes of green and blue
will also provide places for
economic opportunity — local in
the shape of providing important
leisure and enjoyment facilities,
including small cafes and
restaurants — and international in
the migration of significant
commercial agencies to sites
located along the way.
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